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From the Pastor’s Desk
When I recently asked some of our high school students if
they owned a Rosary, every one of them said yes. That didn’t
surprise me. After all, everyone gets at least one when they
receive First Communion in second grade. Then I asked our
students where their Rosaries were at that moment. Some
weren’t sure. There was an awkward pause. I asked “gathering
dust in a drawer somewhere?” Nods of agreement. I was
disappointed, but I understood.
The Rosary is a hard thing for a lot of people to get the hang
of, much less to enjoy and to pray regularly. It seems to take a
long time to pray, it seems extremely repetitious, and it’s hard to
memorize all those prayers. “What’s that second luminous
mystery again?” And for people who really, really like to keep
their faith private, being spotted praying a Rosary is
embarrassing. It’s an immediate revelation that “I’m a Catholic
and I’m taking my faith seriously enough to actually pray.”
Maybe we’re afraid we’ll be judged by our peers. “You,
praying? Ha!” This is all sad, especially since we are called to
spread the Gospel by our words and deeds, not to hide it. In any
case, it seems that most of us have set aside our Rosaries and
have forgotten how to use them.
I understand. I didn’t grow up praying the Rosary. And even
the saintly children of Fatima, two of which Pope Francis
canonized last weekend, had a hard time praying it at first. They
had to pray before they could go and play. In their anticipation
of something more fun, they only said the first two words of the
“Hail Mary” on each of the beads, speeding it up.
Yet, if you walk into our churches about twenty minutes
before Mass on any given day, chances are you’ll encounter
some people praying the Rosary. Our parents and grandparents
tell us stories of growing up praying the Rosary every single day
with their families. Some of them still do just that, and we
should, too. Why, you might ask? There are many reasons, but
a few come to my mind as I write this.
First, it is a great way to become familiar with the life of Jesus
Christ. We say a lot of Hail Marys in a Rosary, but it’s not all
about her, though she is always there with her Son. To “get
more out of” praying the Rosary, I encourage people to picture,
in their mind, the mystery of each decade as it is prayed. Think
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The Week’s Schedule
May 21 8:45 a.m. Mass at Sts. Peter and Paul
Terry & Kelly Scherr+

11:00 a.m. Mass at St. Michael
All Parishioners

Mon.,
Tues.,

May 22 8:00 a.m. No Mass
May 23 4:00 p.m. Mass at Sts. Peter and Paul

Wed.,

May 24 8:00 a.m. Mass at Sts. Peter and Paul

Harry+ & Victoria Voller

Debert, Alice, & Bill Keller+

Thurs., May 25 8:00 a.m. Mass at Sts. Peter and Paul

Max & Agnes Mosset+ & Family

9:15 a.m. Mass at Strasburg Care Center

Orvin+ & Maggie Kramer & Family

Fri.,

May 26 10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Mary

Sat.,

May 27 4:00 p.m. Mass at Sts. Peter and Paul

Peter, Cecilia, & Bernie Knoll+
Gary & Agnes Haak & Family

8:00 p.m. Mass at St. Mary
Sun.,

All Parishioners

May 28 8:45 a.m. Mass at Sts. Peter and Paul
Rachel Wald+

11:00 a.m. Mass at St. Michael
Sebastian Bernhardt+

The Sacrament of Reconciliation: The sacrament is available in
Strasburg from 3:15-3:50 p.m. on Saturdays, in Hague from 7:15
-7:50 p.m. on Saturdays, and at St. Michael Church 10:30-10:55
a.m. on Sundays. The sacrament is also available about 15
minutes prior to each weekday Mass and can be scheduled at
your convenience by calling the parish office.
Eucharistic Adoration: 6:30-7:30 a.m. on Friday in Sts. Peter &
Paul. Also following Mass on the first Friday of each month at
St. Mary.
about the mystery. Then, offer the ten Hail Marys as a sort of
“background music” to those thoughts and images. For
example, while praying the last of the sorrowful mysteries, the
crucifixion, one could imagine Mary at the foot of the cross.
What did she think? Picture the dying Jesus and think of how
much he loves us. Think of how much he loves his mother!
Second, praying the Rosary is an excellent way to mean it
when you say to someone, “I’ll pray for you,” to not “get more
out of” the Rosary, but to “give more” through it! Before you
start a Rosary, why not say “Jesus, I offer this Rosary for aunt
so-and-so, who is dying of cancer. Be with her.” Sacrifice your
time and offer the prayers of the Rosary for those in need.
United to the sacrifice of Christ, by God’s plan, our prayers do
have power.

Third, we should pray the Rosary because Mary told us to.
When she appeared six times in Fatima a century ago, she asked
every single time that the Rosary be prayed daily. Specifically,
she asked us to pray the Rosary for peace in the world and to
offer it in reparation for sin. Mary made it evident to the three
children at Fatima that the Rosary, sincerely offered for those
intentions, had real power. The children trusted Mary when she
explained this, and they did pray the Rosary daily after that.
And I’m sure they no longer used their shortened version,
either! They intentionally lived out their baptismal priesthood,
offering sacrifices of prayer and penance for others. The Rosary
was a part of that, and it’s a part we’re called to live out as well.
If you don’t know where your Rosary is, go look for it. If you
need one, I’ve got a drawer full at the rectory. You can have
one! If you’ve forgotten how to use it, look online or in almost
any Catholic prayer book. You can even find apps for your
smartphone to help you to learn and to pray the Rosary. I
recommend one called “Laudate,” which is free. And if you are
afraid you can’t memorize all the prayers, don’t worry. You’ll
pick them up, if you pray them. And before long, you will enjoy
and find comfort in this beautiful, traditional, Catholic prayer.
-Fr. Jason Signalness
God’s Share Appeal: Each year during the Annual God’s
Share Appeal, we pause and consider all the great things that are
accomplished in the name of Jesus! Each and every gift is
important. If you have not made your gift yet, we ask that you
make your commitment today in order to provide the resources
needed to continue the vital diocesan programs and ministries
that benefit every parish and every parishioner. No gift is too
small and every gift is sincerely appreciated. If you have not
received your God’s Share envelope in the mail, please use a
plain envelope marked “God’s Share” along with your name
and the secretary will take care of it. Thank you!
Fixing Mary’s Roof Campaign Update: We’ve now received
over $197,000 towards our roofing project. We still need about
another $15,000 to completely pay for our new roof. Please
pray for good weather and a safe, quality roof project! And if
you haven’t given yet, please do as soon as possible. We’ll be
making the final payment when the work is completed.
The St. Ben’s Roof Replacement: A crew will soon install the
soffit and fascia. We’ve received $41,569 of this project’s
projected $65,000 cost in donations, etc. Anyone wishing to
donate may drop donations in the collection basket or mail them
to the church. Mark donations “St. Ben’s Roof Project” along
with your name. Thank you to all who have contributed!
Strasburg Cemetery Notes: This time of year we ask for a $25
donation from all parishioners to help with the Sts. Peter & Paul
Cemetery upkeep. Please remember your donation so the
cemetery can be maintained for generations to come. Thank
you to those who have already done so!
Religious Education Tuition: There are 6 Strasburg/Hague
families who haven’t yet paid their children/students CCD dues.
The cost is $30 per student. If you are in question if you have
paid, call the rectory at 336-7172. CCD Classes have ended for
the year. Please pay as soon as possible so the books can be
closed out. Thank you to all who have already done so!
Strasburg Senior Citizens noon dinner on Tuesday, May 23rd,
at the Senior Center.
Music Recital, under the direction of Kellie Wikenheiser, will
be held on Wednesday, May 24th, at 7 p.m. in the Sts. Peter and

Paul Church. Fellowship will follow in the church basement.
Everyone is welcome to attend and support our young
musicians!
Everyone is invited to attend a reception for Fr. Jason
following the 8 p.m. Mass next Saturday, May 27th, in the
Hague K.C. Hall. Refreshments will be served.
St. Mary’s Annual Church Fair is on Sunday, Sept. 10th.
Anyone wishing to donate a prize for the raffle, contact Karen
at 336-7456. If she’s not home, leave a message. Karen’s
address is: PO Box 23, Hague, ND 58542.
V.F.W. Memorial Day Luncheon on Monday, May 29th, at
the Strasburg Blue Room following the Memorial Services at
the local cemeteries. Lunch will be serve until 1 p.m. Menu:
BBQ, Hot Dogs, German Potato Salad, Baked Beans, bars, and
beverages.
This is sponsored by the Strasburg V.F.W.
Auxiliary. Everyone Welcome!
Good, used carpet needed: Do you have carpet that you would
like to get rid of it? Here’s your chance. Some of the St. Ben’s
Classrooms are in need of carpeting. If your carpet is still in
good shape, call the rectory at 336-7172 and let us know. Thank
You!
Pray for the sick: Alice Olheiser, Connie Coons, Judy Dosch,
Kathryn Selzler, Rita Wangler, Irvin Senger, Martin Ellingson,
and Florence Engelhart.
Pray for the deceased: Aloysius Holzer, Alan Fischer, Clara
Knodel, Gene Selzler, Ervine Nold, and Norman Ackerman.
Liturgy Assignments
Sts Peter & Paul, Strasburg
Weekday Lector: Irene Herr
May 27th at 4:00 p.m. – Saturday
Servers: Jordyn & Katie Heidrich
Lector: Jessa Heidrich
Head Usher: Robert Heidrich
Giftbearers: Aggie Haak Family
EMHCs: Carrie Heidrich, Irene Herr
Lorrain Weber, Mona Reis
May 28th at 8:45 a.m. – Sunday
Servers: Malachi Huber & Troy Ternes
Lector: Jay Schmaltz
Head Usher: Darnell Silvernagel
Giftbearers: Brian Grove Family
EMHCs: Tony & Becky Roth
Lynette Keller, Amanda Baumgartner
St Mary, Hague
May 27th at 8:00 p.m.— Saturday
Servers: Isabella Miller & Jeannie Keller
Lector: Dennis Hummel
Head Usher: Andy Hulm
EMCHs: Lisa Hulm, Dion Eberle, Karen Keller
Money Counters: Andy Hulm & Duane Wald
St. Michael, Rural Linton
May 28th at 11:00 a.m.— Sunday
Servers: Raymond & Dean Vetter
Lector: Brian Leier
Giftbearers: Charles & Danielle Weigel
Sacristan: Rod Jacob
Money Counters: Dan Vetter, Kevin Leier, Rod Jacob
Rosary: Isadore Gross

